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As you may be aware, there have been various reports that classrooms in the School District of
Philadelphia (“SDP”) have become breeding grounds for antisemitism. In fact, these concerns have led to
a Congressional investigation into the SDP to determine whether there was or is a hostile environment
against Jewish K-12 students.! There have been allegations that educators in the SDP promote antisemitic
content in their classrooms?, with one teacher allegedly threatening Jewish students and parents online.’
Additionally, teachers have utilized lessons from an effort called “Teaching Palestine,” which includes
class materials that rationalize terrorist violence and advocate for the destruction of Israel.*

Perhaps even more alarming, the SDP’s director of social studies curriculum is a vocal defender of the
terrorist group Hamas and has stated that Israel is a “terrorist state” and a “racist apartheid theocracy.”
Other teachers have accused Israel of being a genocidal terror whose military actions in Gaza are “worse
than gas chambers.” In 2024, the SDP settled a federal discrimination case with the Department of
Education after students allegedly taunted their Jewish classmates with Nazi salutes, swastika graffiti on

doors, and threats to "kill the Jews.”’

Local parents have repeatedly indicated that these behaviors and this antisemitic atmosphere continue to
persist throughout the SDP. Jewish students, like all students, should be able to learn in an environment
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that is free from discrimination. The Civil Rights Enforcement Section within the Pennsylvania Office of
Attorney General is tasked with ensuring equity in schools by addressing systemic discrimination and
protecting equal access to education.

Therefore, we are respectfully referring this matter to your office’s Civil Rights Enforcement Section to
investigate whether a systemic pattern of discrimination against Jewish students exists in the SDP and
consequently prevents these students from equal access to education. Additionally, we would ask your
office to determine whether any potential violations of the Pennsylvania Crimes Code have occurred in
the SDP, including, but not limited to, Ethnic Intimidation (18 Pa.C.S.A. § 2710) or Harassment (18
Pa.C.S.A. § 2709).

The Office of Attorney General must ensure that Jewish students have a safe learning environment that is
free from discrimination within the SDP. We ask you to investigate this matter to determine if any
criminal activity occurred and take the appropriate action your office deems necessary.

Sincerely,
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Timothy O’Neal
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